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Christmas  Tree  Production  in  Western  Montana  in  1943 


Christmas  tree  production  in  western  Montana  in  1943  reached  an  all- 
time  high  of  3,102,480  trees  as  compared  with  3,082,650  in  1941,  the 
previous  record  year.  Production  amounted  to  2,203,750  trees  in  1942 
and  in  1940  (the  first  year  the  cut  exceeded  2,000,000)  2,338,350 
trees  were  produced. 

In  addition  to  Christmas  trees,  which  were  practically  all  Douglas- 
fir,  numerous  decorative  wreaths,  sprays,  garlands,  decorated  pine 
cones  and  pine  cone  clusters  were  produced.  For  example,  the  Flathead 
National  Forest  sold  2,700  pounds  of  boughs  for  such  uses. 

The  principal  producing  areas  were  Flathead  County  which  contributed 
1,547,950  trees,  of  which  185,250  were  shipped  by  rail  from  Poison 
in  Lake  County,  and  Lincoln  County  which  yielded  1,243,800  trees. 

Shipments  were  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  but  most  of  the  trees 
moved  eastward  to  the  same  large  cities,  which  have  been  the  princi- 
pal destinations  in  previous  years.  A high  percentage  of  the  truck 
shipments  were  back-hauled  on  trucks  engaged  in  interstate  traffic. 

The  average  stumpage  price  received  on  national  forests  was  5.0 
cents  per  tree  and  on  State  lands  5.6  cents  per  tree  - an  increase 
of  1.4  cents  per  tree  over  1942  prices  in  both  cases. 

Further  details  concerning  the  origin  of  trees  in  western  Montana 
are  given  in  the  attached  table: 


a/  Prepared  by  J.  L.  Timm,  Division  of  Forest  Products. 
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Shipments  of  Christmas  Trees  from  Western  Montana  in  1943 
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